A  PERIOD OF ANXIETY

ports of the Red Sea, where neutrality restrictions
would not have been enforced.

In the event that Camara should arrive before
the Monterey, as I had reason at one time to fear
that he would, my plan was not to wait in Manila
Bay for him, as Montojo had waited for our squadron,
but to take up my position in the southern part of
the Philippine archipelago, from which I should have
steamed out to strike the enemy's ships, hopefully
by surprise, when they were hampered by their trans-
ports, thus throwing them into disorder at the out-
set of the engagement. One source of great confi-
dence lay in my veteran crews. They had already
fought the Spaniards in one battle.

But the necessity of another action was averted.
The department had cabled on June 29: "Squadron
under Watson, Iowa, Oregon, Yankee, Dixie, Newark,
and Yosemite and four colliers, preparing with all pos-
sible despatch to start Spanish coast. The Span-
iards know this." The knowledge had the effect in-
tended. On July 8, after the victory of Santiago,
when the whole of Sampson's squadron was free to
go to the coast of Spain, Camara's squadron re-en-
tered the Suez Canal, and on July n it left Port
Said for Cartagena. Meanwhile, on June 30, the
transports with the first lot of our troops had ar-
rived. They were escorted by the cruiser Charles-
ton, which was a valuable reinforcement to my squad-
ron and brought the supply of ammunition which
was vitally important if I were to engage Camara*amilies and their conveyers and the plan of
